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Have you ever had the following student
in your class?
Teacher/Counselor: OK, please open your books.
Who can tell me where we left off yesterday?
Student eagerly waves his hand.
Teacher: Yes, Chris.
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Chris: My brother has a pet rat!

Teachers come to teaching because of students. They genuinely want to serve both
student learning and development. But they often do not know what best serves learning
and development. And they often don’t know where the “land mines” are that will
undermine their best intentions. They don’t know how to “teach around the rat!” or even
that they are supposed to. This book is based on decades of experience successfully
teaching and mentoring educators as well as consulting with schools in the U.S., Europe
and Asia. Many of those schools and districts have earned national and international
recognition for both academic achievement and student development. More importantly,
based on Marvin’s insights and support, thousands of educators have rediscovered the
true reason why they went into education—because they loved children and knew how
to “teach through or, at least, around a rat!”
Dr. Marvin W. Berkowitz is the inaugural Sanford N. McDonnell Endowed Professor of Character
Education and Co-Director of the Center for Character and Citizenship at the University of Missouri–
St. Louis. He is the author of over 100 scholarly publications. He has received many awards including
the Sanford N. McDonnell Lifetime Achievement Award from the Character Education Partnership
(2006), and the University of Missouri System’s Thomas Jefferson Professorship (2011). He is co-founder
of ComedySportz, a nationally franchised improvisational comedy show, and has co-written the play
“Chuck, Bob, and Louie” which won best of show at the 1994 Milwaukee Festival of Ten Minute Plays.
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